Audio Playback with Flash Audio Players
A common thing for MyVox developers to want to do is take the audio files recorded by MyVox and play them on a Web site or in a Web widget.  However, simply linking to the audio doesn’t work too well.  The problem is that you don’t know what audio playback program is set up to play .mp3 or .wav files on your users’ browsers.  In many cases, the user is taken from your app to a largely blank audio player that takes up the whole browser window as it plays the audio, forcing the user to hit the Back button to keep using your app.  Needless to say, this is a poor user experience.
The best option for most Web audio playback scenarios is to embed a Flash audio player in the page, pointing to the audio.  To make this easier, MyVox has put together a set of branded Flash players for your use.  They are designed to make it easy to drop in a MyVox audio file URL, and have the Flash player automatically recognize and use the audio file.   Additionally, we’ll show you a freeware audio Flash player project, whose players have been used by other MyVox developers, and which we have found to work well.

Our Flash audio players come in a variety of shapes, sizes, and colors, for your use.  Here’s what they look like:
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Most of these are labeled “vtag” or “vtag.com”; this is an old MyVox product, and people who go to vtag.com will be redirected to myvox.com.  Someday, we will update this branding, but it hasn’t happened yet.

Each player has a play button that toggles to a pause button when it is clicked.  All of them also have the provision to display scrolling text, which can be useful for displaying metainformation about a recording.  All but the smallest player also have a slider showing how far along the user is in playing back the audio, and the user can move forward or backward quickly through the audio by dragging the slider.

To pick and use one of these audio players, head over here:

http://api.myvox.com/tools/players.jsp
Each player has a unique URL.  All, however, refer to the audio file and scrolling text in the same way.  In each case, you compose a GET request, with the “file” parameter referring to the audio file, and the “message” parameter referring to the scrolling text.  For example, this request…
http://api.myvox.com/tools/player001.swf?audio=test.mp3&message=This+is+the+voice+of+CJ+...+prepare+for+shock+and+awe%21%21%21
…builds a player around an audio file located at “test.mp3”, displaying a message that says “This is the voice of CJ … prepare for shock and awe!!!”

Here is a crossbrowser-compatible snippet of HTML to embed this audio player in a page:

<object type="application/x-shockwave-flash" width="76" height="22" data="http://api.myvox.com/tools/player003.swf?audio='test.mp3'&message='My Scrolling Message'"><param name="movie" value="http://api.myvox.com/tools/player003.swf?audio='test.mp3'&message='My Scrolling Message'" /></object>

An alternative approach is to use the freeware audio players from the XSPF Web Music Player project on SourceForge.  These are also controlled with simple GET parameters.  There’s a full explanation on their web page, which is here:
http://musicplayer.sourceforge.net/
Lastly, 1 Pixel Out offers a very pretty and functional Flash audio player for free.  Though originally designed for Wordpress blogs, it can be used on any page.  It’s a little more work to set up than the above players, but can be worth the trouble.  Learn more here:

http://www.1pixelout.net/code/audio-player-wordpress-plugin/
And here’s a tutorial on how to start using it:

http://www.macloo.com/examples/audio_player/
